




Originally produced by anarchists in Belfast in 
1981, this comic juxtaposes Bakunin's critique of 
statist revolutionary movements with the events 
that subsequently confirmed it. 

Just as Bakunin's concerns about power-hungry 
socialists and communists proved prescient, this 
comic retains its value today, when new politicians 
and parties are attempting to co-opt popular 
movements. We should never forget the hard- 
learned lessons of the Russian Revolution and 
the Spanish Civil War: those who would wield 
state power, whether in the name of the people 
or any other abstraction, can only be obstacles to 
liberation, if not actual foes of it. 

Readers who lack context for 20th century 
history may find some passages herein perplexing; 
if nothing else, this comic provides points of 
departure to learn about many of the most 
fascinating and pivotal events of that era. There are 
plenty of more credible somrces out there, should 
you wish to learn more about any of them! 




M. A. BAKUNIN was bom on May 30, 1814, in Pryamukhino (Russia). Becoming interested in philosophy at 
the age of 21, he became a Hegelian and left to study in Germany, which was then the home of philosophical 
speculation. He progressed from Hegelism to an interest in the pan-Slavic movement, as one of anti¬ 
colonialism, against Russian autocracy and German imperialism. Through Weitling, pioneer of libertarian 
Communism, he became acquainted with revolutionary ideas; he moved towards Socialism but with the 
reservation that there was an absence of freedom in the then current socialistic programmes and ideas. 
Becoming acquainted with Anarchism through the French school, in particular P.J. Proudhon, he became its 
most famous exponent of the day. His theoretical development was stopped short by the fact of his 
participation in the democratic revolution of 1848. He fought on the barricades with Wagner (who is said to 
have cast his Siegfried in Bakunin's mould); and was arrested, and sent back to Russia. 

In 1848 he entered the Peter-and-Paul fortress as a prisoner; later (during the Crimean War) he was sent to 
Sclusselburg, in solitary confinement. Subsequently he was sent to Siberia, from which he escaped in 1861. 
Arriving in London, he threw himself into the activity of the International Working-Men's Association, the 
organisation arising out of the London Working-Men's Association. He became within the International the 
protagonist, indeed the personification, of all the anti-Statist elements, particularly strong in parts of France, 
the Jura, in Switzerland, in Italy, and he pioneered the movement in Spain. The German party, led by Marx, 
bitterly opposed the growth of "Bakuninism" and Anarchism. Marx stooped to violent personal attacks upon 
Bakunin's integrity, which finally succeeded in breaking up the International and driving Bakunin out of 
public life. 

Bakunin died in 1876, in Switzerland. He had already become a legend amongst those who supported 
libertarian socialism. His character was admired by many even among the supporters of State socialism. He 
had no personal animosity against Marx, except in reaction to the slanders given out by Marx and his henchmen 
("Russian spy" etc.) In the essay taken here from Bakunin's writings, Bakunin illustrates what is wrong with 
State Socialism. 
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You don't have to be a marxist to recognise that anarchists are a bit short on historical common sense; we tend 
to trot out the same old pat solutions irrespective of changing times and circumstances—I can recall a comrade 
sniffing at the suggestion of studying the possible organisation of an anarchist society, for no better reason than 
that Kropotkin had already done it all. However, some things stay valid, even a century on, and Bakunin's 
argument against state socialism, as set out in this little essay, is still rightly basic to anarchist thinking. 

* This essay was previously published by Coptic Press in 1968, and it seemed a good idea to republish it in a 
fairly easy sort of cartoon format. (Oddly, no-one could thinkofasnappier title..) Sorry if it's not easy enough, 
but almost anything seems better than the patronising 'Lenin-for-Idiots' style of some marxist cartoon books. 
Like it says, if you don't know what 'hypostasis' means (and 1 didn't)—look it up! 

Bakunin's basic argument is pretty simple, but he does tend to ramble on a bit, so I've cut away quite a lot of 
the original, especially his pro-slav, anti-German arguments, which no doubt made sense at the time, but are 
only of historical interest today. The cartoons maybe concentrate too much on the Soviet Union, and not 
enough on 'socialism' outside Europe, but so many well-intentioned militants still subscribe to some part of 
soviet mythology that it's still necessary, unfortunately, to put the record straight. The illustrations aren't 
meant to be comprehensive anyway—there isn't room. If you want any more examples of the accuracy of 
Bakunin's analysis, get hold of some good history books, or just take a look arpund the world... 

.What's left of Bakunin is typeset throughout; anything written is my addition. Anything with quotation 
marks is a direct quote (Yes, Lenin did say that!)—at least, according to the sources I used. Anything without is a 
paraphrase or just pure invention, though still, I trust, truthful. 


R.W. 







]/r-“ 






I 


■:ii"’ 


'm 


(I'W 






,-.^*'-I i 


,umm/m7 








y./»U!t, 




^3 












'<i::=>. 


^'P4 iw..- 

^jr '.••• A? •ll'ft- 










iv 


M 






I I^LAMP, (7?S, 

,| /^ w^XpoTy> CArecHiii^ •• 

■M/\ gtue'/E /M A 72e\/oanioM 

■# op HAN, iM T>te natural -M 

E AN> /HPKPScRiPTABte: Rlc,Hr 0P_^ 

^ f^tiH cmz£N5 T*> Au, TTle LANJ?-.. " ^ 


THe^y Auo foi/mx> THe Boj>ie3 Two 
EeA^iFUL weneM , PA>>JT»\iTicAU-y 
j>Eessej> m cjeet/y iiu<, w^p HAJ> 
CAKiiiej> THt Re geu stmj>acj>s . 

THey HAt> BecN kijown as THe <; <>w>es5 
OF UgeRTY Ak<J) THP iioDI>e5i op 
ReASoH , ANj> wgKe ArrA^^emuy the 
T*>ww PRoST'TVTES '*' fz/////////////////////// 









The French Revolution proclaimed the right and duty of every human individual to be 
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and so arrived at its ultimate conclusion in— 
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the theories of Babeuf. Babeuf was one of the last energetic and pure-hearted citizens whom the Revolution 
created and then killed off in large numbers. Seeing that the Revolution was failing for lack of radical change, he 
conceived, faithful to the statist spirit of the Revolution, a political and social system according to which tjie 
Republic, viewed as the expression of the collective will of the citizens, would confiscate individual property 
and administer it in the interests of all, allotting education, the means of existence and pleasures to all in equal 
shares, and compelling all, without exception, to do physical or mental labour, in their capacity. 











Babeuf's conspiracy failed and he was guillotined 




















Another socialist current, coming from the same source, and tending in the same direction, was founded by 
Saint-Simon and Fourier. 
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The merits of Saint-Simonism and Fourierism, often called Utopian and socialism, lie mainly in the profound 
scientific criticism they made of Christianity and the way in which they shook it in the cause of the 
rehabilitation of matter and of human passions. They wanted to replace Christianity with a new religion, based 
on the mystic cult of the flesh, with a new hierarchy of priests, people who would exploit the majority by virtue 
of their privilege of genius and talent. The Fourierists conceived their 'phalansteries' as being governed aijd 
administered through universal suffrage. There, they believed, each would find the kind of work and kind of 
place most natural to his passions. They were mistaken in thinking, firstly, that through the power of peaceful 
persuasion they would be able to touch the hearts of the rich, who would then come to lay down the surplus of 
their riches at the doors of their phalansteries. 
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They made a second mistake in imagining that it would be possible to constnict theoretically, 'a priori', a social 
paradise in which all humanity could settle down forever. 



Sn^tiJc |«v tl^ 

, IVomityj i, Jii A Vve ^ “ft* \Kt. ^ A jc<i 

> •'t *v\ o'txJcJttv J’X xAc CfcL^M. ' 

0 c£evU tv«vu^»^^ JCAylcy \, JCt Ctf>tUn^ Cp /nat^ Ifc 4 tX 

. fyLt a ^ 

'M cX,r^ tu ntjUw.^ pJ>«£<U4, ^ cW;..^ 7^^ w.t>> 

.\ fl _>\ ti’ •-t'- >1 >I ^'~'f U • 1. 


0 A jt^'>tts A iM MAstr'ii^, 

. t® loit A ^ JA^c4, £p 

J^JIiQ^trS JMLliCi4yi'&f>hiyL 4 p^ocotvt.'jv^ W tXc9C r ^Sf^vtJi fc\ C*<Mjt 

r7«/4;A«v<( A^M^rC ^ «>■ Ci» u^7 

C^cAa^ : ' yi**/ter CUn ^U- 

j) ^ ^ ^ v-Ou^X^ 9fiAjtfstf i)<^ ^ •Cie>yJL,Up4MA 

t® ojtbMi. ih- ^ ^ 


to jix ^ iw/w ' -ftjpn ^ 

. -'/l t • ./l<3 ll- / rt.^.1. f. 


5 





In general, regimentation was the passion common to all the socialists prior to 1848. Cabet, Louis Blanc, the 
Utopians—all were possessed by the passion to indoctrinate and to organise the future. All were authoritarians 
to some degree. The one exception was Proudhon. 



P'7. pRo*/J>ttorJ • 


The son of a peasant, and by instinct a hundred times more revolutionary than all the doctrinaire and bourgeois 
socialists, Proudhon developed a critical viewpoint, as ruthless as it was profound and penetrating, in order to 
destroy all their systems. Opposing liberty to authority, he proclaimed himself an Anarchist as distinct from 
the state socialists, and in the face of their deism or pantheism he also had the courage to declare himself an 
atheist. 
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Proudhon's socialism was based upon individual and collective freedom, upon the spontaneous action of free 
associations, obeying no other laws but such general laws of the social economy as had already been discovered 
or might be discovered in the future. Such a socialism, functioning outside any governmental regulation or 
State protection, and subordinating politics to the economic, intellectual and moral interests of society, was 
bound in the course of time to arrive at federalism. 
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Such was the state of social science before 1848. New socialist ideas penetrated the working class, and when the 
revolution broke out in France in that year, socialism emerged as a powerful force. 
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But it was not socialism in general that went under in June 1848, only state socialism, the authoritarian, 
regimented socialism which believed that the State could satisfy all the needs and aspirations of the working 
class, and that once armed with unlimited power it would be able to inaugurate a whole new social order. 
Socialism did not die; on the contrary, it was the State that went bankrupt. Deciding that it was unable to pay 
off the debt it owed to socialism, the State attempted to kill it off instead, in order to remove the debt. 
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The workers fought in June for the 
emancipation of the people, but they 
were united by instinct rather than by 
ideas. This was the main cause of their 
defeat. But is that any reason to doubt 
the future power of socialism? 
Christianity, which aimed to found the 
Kingdom of Justice in Heaven, took 
several centuries to conquer 
Europe. Is it any wonder that 
socialism, which has set itself a more 
difficult task, to found the Kingdom of 
Justice on Earth, has not triumphed 
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and revolutionary anarchist-socialists, the enemies 
of every State and every State principle. 
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The category of peaceful or bourgeois socialists belongs essentially to the party of reaction. It comprises men of 
various political persuasions, who are flirting with socialism only with a view to strengthening their own 
cause. 
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Each of them recognises a formidable rising force in socialism, and tries to channel it in his direction, hoping 
with its help to restore his own sinking and decrepit party. Among these many exploiters of socialism are some 
well-meaning people who really want to see an improvement in the lot of the proletariat, but who lack the 
intelligence or the will to see the social problem clearly. They may be sincere, but this sincerity is most harmful, 
as it disguises the insincerity of the malicious exploiters of socialism. 
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Bourgeois socialists of all varieties have one thing in common, which determines their reactionary tendencies 
and dooms even the most sincere among them to merge sooner or later with the party of deliberate and 
conscious reaction: 
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Since, by definition, there is a gulf between the bourgeois and the proletarian worlds, one being the exploited 
and the other the exploiters, it follows that a man bom and raised in a bourgeois environment, who sincerely 
wishes to become a friend and brother of the workers, must renounce all the conditions of his past existence, 
turn his back on the bourgeois world, declare relentless war upon it, and plunge unreservedly into the world of 
the workers. 
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If his passion for justice is insufficient to inspire such resolution, he need not deceive himself, and should not 
deceive the workers; he will never become their friend. His ideas and dreams of justice may inspire him to join 
with the exploited in moments of calm contemplation when nothing much is happening in the world of the 
exploiters, but as soon as there comes a moment of crisis when those two opposing worlds meet in a great social 
struggle, all his former bonds will pull him back into his former world. 
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Idealists of all sorts, metaphysicians, those who uphold the priority of science over life, the doctrinaire 
revolutionaries—all of them champion, with different arguments but with equal zeal, the idea of State and State 
power, seeing in it, logically enough from their point of view, the only possible salvation of society. Logically, 
since they start from the assumption, which we think mistaken, that thought is prior to life, and abstract theory 
prior to social practice, and that therefore sociology must be the starting point for social upheaval and 
reconstruction. 
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Since science and theory are at present, at least, the property of just a few people, they conclude that those few 
should direct social life, and not only encourage but actually rule all popular movements... 
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and that on the day after the revolution the new social organisations should be set up not by the free integration 
of workers' associations, villages, communes and regions, from below upwards, in line with the needs and 
instincts of the people, but solely by the dictatorial power of the learned minority, allegedly expressing the 
general will of the people. 
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The representation of the people is a fiction. The fact is that the masses are ruled by a small handful of privileged 
individuals elected (or for that matter not even elected) by crowds herded together on election day, ignorant of 
whom they elect, and why. Upon this fictitious and abstract expression of the imagined general will of the 
people, of which the real living people have not the slightest conception, the theory of the State and that of 
revolutionary dictatorship are based. 
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The doctrinaire socialists who aim to overthrow the existing authorities and regimes, in order to build a 
dictatorship of their own upon the ruins, never were and never will be enemies of the State, but on the contrary 
always were and always will be its zealous champions. It is clear why. They are only enemies of the 
powers-that-be because they cannot take their places. They are enemies of the existing political institutions 
only because these institutions stand in the way of their own dictatorship, but they are at the same time the 
most ardent friends of State power. Without such power, the Revolution, by freeing the working masses, 
would obviously not allow this minority of would-be revolutionaries any opportunity to put the people into a 
new harness and shower upon them the blessings of their new governmental measures. 
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The State inevitably means domination... 


22 




...which shows that the idea of a 'People's State' is a ridiculous contradiction, a fiction, a falsehood—though 
doubtless an unconscious falsehood—and a most dangerous pitfall for the proletariat, however popular it 
might be made in form, the State will always be an institution of domination and exploitation, and therefore a 
permanent cause of slavery and misery. Consequently the only way to emancipate the people economically and 
politically, to provide them with well-being and freedom... 
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.IS to abolish the State, to abolish all States... 
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...and once and for all to do away with what until now has been called 'politics'. 
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The next question is: if the proletariat is to be the 
ruling class, over whom will it rule? The answer is 
that there will remain another proletariat, 
subjected to this new state domination. It might be, 
for example, the peasant 'rabble' 


which, as we know, does hot stand in very great favour with the Marxists, and, finding itself on a lower cultural 
level, would probably be ruled by the proletariat of city and factory. 
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'The proletariat elevated to a ruling class': what exactly does this mean? Will the proletariat as a whole be at the 
head of the government? Will the whole people govern, and will there be no-one to be governed? 
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If there is no government, there can be no State, but if the State exists there will be people who are governed, 
and so there will be slaves. 
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This dilemma is solved very simply in Marxist theory. By a people's government they mean the rule of the 
masses by a small privileged minority. But, they say, this minority will consist of workers. Yes, indeed—of 
ex-workers, who once they become rulers or representatives of the people, cease to be workers and begin to 
look down on the toiling masses. From that moment, they represent not the people but only themselves and 
their own claims to govern. 
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These representatives will be convinced socialists, and learned socialists at that. The terms 'learned socialist' 
and scientific socialism , found constantly in the writings and speeches of the marxists, indicate that this 
would-be People s State will be nothing else but the despotic rule over the working masses by a new select 
aristocracy of genuine or sham scientists. Since the people lack education, they will be freed from the cares of 
government, and completely regimented into one common herd of governed people. Emancipation indeed: 
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The Marxists recognise this contradiction. Having realised that government by scientists will be, despite its 
democratic appearance, a veritable dictatorship, and the most offensive and despicable type of government in 
the world, they console themselves with the idea that this dictatorship will be only temporary and short-lived. 
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They say that the only concern of this government will be to educate and uplift the people, economically and 
politically, to such an extent that government will no longer be necessary, and that the State, once it has lost its 
political character, that is, its character of domination, will transform itself into a completely free organisation 
of economic interests and communes. 
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They say that this State yoke, the dictatorship, is a transitional means necessary for the emancipation of the 
people; anarchy or freedom is the goal, and the State or dictatorship the means. Thus to free the working masses 
it is first necessary to enslave them. They maintain that only a dictatorship (their dictatorship, naturally) can 
create the will of the people, but our answer is this; 
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No dictatorship can have any aim but that of self-perpetuation, or can create anything but slavery in the people 
who tolerate it. 
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THE ocp Rosjei ARE nor piensejs - ^ 

yc*« CAN see IT /w TJfciR fHces.soMeHHve 
eNrecets the cou-ectivt , ovteies H/)ve ✓ 
XePT THEIR CA*yj>, gVT THey MVJT cult- f 

-ivATB IT Hu>Kje, secAose vteee isn»1 

MoPC gXPiOlTATl0/^^ oF HfiN By HA»v). 

IP THEY CAW'r CULVVHTE THEIRtAivJ>? ^ 

TMew the Collective TAuei oveR the 

l/wCWLTiyATEP lAi^W BecAviE iT v»yL- 2 ) 

BE A C/Z.IME S)C,AiNST THE CoHMVNijy 
CEAvE ir FAUOW " 







"k€ HAvt ALt/Ayj lived IW iLOMi AWP 
Hctei iw THE WAU. we will kwow 
H ow T» AaoMop^re onRSEcvei F®l^ 

A time. F«R Y®'' Ml/ST Nor foKCtCT 
THAT wE CAW HUo Voicp THeSe 
pALACCS AYD CtTiE5,rteRe»iYSPAiW 
fiiNp IN AMERICA A<vP EVERYWHERE. 
U6 I THE WORKCR5. VE CAw BnaD 
oTMERj ■n> TAkC THeiR PLACE . AwD 
BEtitr. owEi. we ARE NOT IN the 
lea<t Afraid f»F Rvwi. we ARe 
q*iM<, TO IWHCRiT THE eARTH.THERe 
IS NOT rH€ SOC,HrtST povST AieuT 
THilT. THe BoL'RAEo'HE aikJht gtAir 
AwD 'T-J oWA/ World BEFoRE 
IT LEflv'eJ the JTAAC of HITTOR/. 
WE CARCy A WEW world ^ HERE 
INI ovR HEARTS. THAT woRlD IS 
CjRowiivKi IN THIS MiML'TE’.... 




^e{\)B>LicAAJ sTAiaJ 

i;u = 

Collectives oKOANue 
Svffoerep gy the 
M' tiTiAS-. 


Freedom can be created only by freedom, that is, by a universal popular rebellion. 








•* OWST'T'^ON Of WORKeeS ' Ceui^auj ' 

/M Au me WcToRies, r* eitABcoH 
woXKeRs' MA'JA^eweNT anp a rapi^ac 
TPA»l5f«BMAno/4 »f VtesysitJ^ of 
Ce/JTpA*- PLAMMiuJA AMPPlRt^Woi^Of 
T>»e ecoMoMV Bl STAT^ 

rfflOT eco>J*Mic I>e>«/|NP of fJ*® ReSocoTloM 

of TI*6 NflTohiM. ccvuOL of PRfefi TKAPC 
l/wio»sJ£) ,1S)^^'(» 




/ Thf Svj^rejr1i£voum»>jAf/ 
C*»rJCiL feCnAHN THAT 
SM-PiOii ultv Kefvse 1* iH®*T 

iA/suie£e»iTS ge ^(CA»rttp 

itJ HuMMRI---___ 


Hr iL 

4 ? I 


TH 6 thijRocc Ji^wwn•^<ARt 
C4tf*»cic H/W PUSOI^P AU. 
oKfrAoiiSAPoMt of ms 
CofiH>/iJ»ST fARTY IM TWt r" 
foRSoP lt 6 <;i«N ... ' 
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>) ,'?r' (»!* /"Ty] 




TM6 MAPY^AoYAR Hi/UiCtfAC 

gxeom^/e cen»iTTce P€«Aoa»i 

r "ntt 50f(‘Pt55ioM Of AU- OAiJ 

V PttTirtCTl^'lS *... 


^4 


*'T>t 6 ijov 6 R>JMeWTk»Ji>‘^> 
T>lAT the ARt 

SiNiceue— * X 

/RAlxo ,jii I 
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IHt u/toRKess €Mwcj>f«oM 

•TMt AsmoNi,'/ OCfrArJ- 

CoMrtAKPw^l tMfe S\JffoK‘f Cf 
THt iNtRUH«c(t'»>< majority ofme 
PEopte.. " 
fy.(J. iftciAi- 
Comm itf<e neroRT 
oM H'^^iAK-y) 
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...and the free organisation of the working masses from below upwards. 
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ooR F'WT MceiiM^ T*' rRoTEir 

ftBowT ione TTiiviRLiry oR oUfcR-- 
g»/T rt$ j'cx'j fti we Re^i/'ReD 
gAtM onteiR'ii’ THE- 

IT c^iTKVM I 

of THe whol£ Re<;'«e... ^ 

||J A iijsTEfi Foi/»Ji>ei> 6isi j 

A peRMAwe^jT ue, s»ch a 
R gHii<(2eheNT li iiHft-f I A 
RtvoiuTeNiAeV IM ivetf " S I 
/TeoTtSf flr THt S.hAu.eiT / ^ 
peTflit, /w> y^oi^ proicst at \ 
pje TeTALjaiUmAoJiTv »F 7W£ ) 


^ut^- we ^ 

/ //UTfliLfp The 
R€<ii«(; - wC 
R«;«r pKtepr 


5 /,ovflK' 
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■V ''l Am a l/hJi'hl mA»J, 

iJoT A J«ciflLur. 

1 A MftiJ u//ihour 
/ IS A J>A^^eAov/> ma*J, 

' PlNt> WiTTtOv/r Reu^ilohj 
I wowtj> se 

MAiv)-” 




tOOT^o st>cpieRs> 

W/APf C 2 €^C<fciCfii'AKf 4 . 




■ y) Ui»w*o^ m» T?fe (r«veKA/Me<v/T 
Rv;i£. A»/P 
&(. STIZofits--- P 
4iv« 

1 ?te potufi uoKneAs' 
fipvEMewT Re</tve5 - uirw < 

JlffePEA/r iTie€Aj<iT)fS - 
Ami> DiffeRev/r 

w 6 A«*/g«ei... < 
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Supplementary text authored in the early 
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Don f worry, 
honey, weHl 
get ours. 









'freedom without socialism 
is privilege and injustice; 
socialism without freedom is 
slavery and brutality 


MICHAEL BAKUNIN 


Anardhists have long argued that all 
statist approaches to social change 
are doomed to authoritarian 
^ results. This booklet illustrates 
how Bakunin’s critique of 
state socialism, composed a 
century and a half ago, was 
borne out by the events of the 
twentieth century. 
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